March 10, 2021

| am so proud to be an original sponsor of the
legislation.

Our communities are demanding action,
calling for strong and effective action that will
help not only prevent future tragedies between
police and the communities they patrol, but
also help increase trust and build safer com-
munities.

This is a commonsense bill that deserves
bipartisan support. This is the first step to
making our union more perfect, and | urge all
my colleagues to support it.

————

IN RECOGNITION OF THRIVENT
COMMUNITY-ADVENT PARTNERS

HON. JOHN JOYCE

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 10, 2021

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Madam Speak-
er, | rise today to honor Thrivent Community-
Advent Partners team for their service to the
Adams County community.

As an act of kindness for their neighbors,
this group assembles and delivers care pack-
ages to patients who are undergoing cancer
treatments in the Gettysburg Cancer Center
and the Wellspan Adams Cancer Center. This
tradition was established five years ago and
has continued to be a service project shared
by many community members. During the
COVID-19 pandemic, the Thriven Community-
Advent Partners team has taken extra care to
safely assemble packages that include items
such as masks, blankets, lotion, hand sani-
tizer, tissues, lip balm and other items. De-
spite challenges, they have persevered to con-
tinue this mission.

Thrivent Community-Advent Partners’ com-
mitment to community service is invaluable to
the Adams County community. It is an honor
to thank these Pennsylvanians for their com-
mitment and highlight this invaluable work,
and | wish them every continued success.

IN RECOGNITION OF WARREN
PIERNER’S 100TH BIRTHDAY

HON. MIKE GALLAGHER

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 10, 2021

Mr. GALLAGHER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor World War Il veteran Warren
Pierner as he celebrates his 100th birthday on
March 13, 2021.

Warren grew up in Green Bay and attended
Green Bay East High School. In 1942, he
joined the United States Coast Guard, where
he served in the Atlantic on a patrol frigate
called the Grand Rapids, and in the Pacific on
an attack transport called the Aquarius. Mr.
Pierner ran the boilers on these ships for
nearly four years and attained the rank of
Water Tender 1st Class. Warren continued his
service to his country and community as a let-
ter carrier for the U.S. Postal Service, where
he worked for 36 years before his retirement
in 1984.

After his military service, Warren began to
build a family. He married Myra Larsen in
1948 and together they had 7 children during
their 60 years of marriage until her passing in
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2008. His family enjoyed the summers to-
gether fishing, swimming, and playing cards
while camping or staying in a rented cabin in
Northern Wisconsin. An avid sportsman and
sports fan, Warren love to golf, bowl, fish, and
swim. Mr. Pierner has been a longtime Chi-
cago Cubs fan but makes up for it by being an
ardent Green Bay Packers fan, UW Green
Bay Phoenix fan, and Wisconsin Badger fan.

Beloved husband, father, and soldier, War-
ren is a tribute to the “Greatest Generation”
and a grateful nation and state thank him for
his service.

Madam Speaker, | urge all members of this
body to join me in applauding Warren Pierner
for his service in WWII and wishing him a
happy and healthy 100th birthday.

———

SUPPORT OUR MILITARY WORKING
DOGS ACT

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 10, 2021

Mr. GARAMENDI. Madam Speaker, today |
reintroduce the “Support Our Military Working
Dogs Act” in commemoration of National K9
Veterans Day later this week. The United
States K9 Corps was established on March
13, 1942.

Military working dogs serve with our troops
on the front lines and provide recuperating
services for our veterans and their former han-
dlers. Caring for these dogs in the field and
once they return home is our responsibility.
The “Support Our Military Working Dogs Act”
would ensure that our nation’s military working
dogs receive the best possible care and direct
the U.S. Department of Defense (DOD) to
work with veterans’ service organizations and
other nonprofits to support their long-term vet-
erinary care, once adopted by their former
handler’s into loving homes.

Specifically, the “Support Our Military Work-
ing Dogs Act” would authorize DOD to provide
charitable support for retired or injured military
working dogs after their adoption, by coordi-
nating third-party donations to cover the cost
of long-term veterinary care. The bill would
also ensure that the U.S. government covers
all transportation costs associated with trans-
ferring retired military animals, including
horses, to their new adopted homes, building
upon the success of the Military Working Dog
Retirement Act of 2015.

Lastly, the bill for this Congress includes a
new provision clarifying that DOD’s Joint Trau-
ma Education and Training Directorate may
also conduct research on the treatment and
avoidance of injuries for military working dogs.
Former Congressman Ralph Abraham (R-LA)
sponsored this provision as an amendment to
the House-passed “National Defense Author-
ization Act for Fiscal Year 2021,” but it was ul-
timately removed during conference negotia-
tions with the Senate. | am pleased to include
this much-needed clarification in my bill.

As chairman of the House Armed Services
Subcommittee on Readiness, which has juris-
diction over military working dogs, | urge all
members of the House to join me in cospon-
soring this important legislation. Congress
must support our K9 veterans during and after
their service.

E223

HONORING SUE WILSON AND THE
HELPING HAND AS IOWANS OF
THE WEEK

HON. CYNTHIA AXNE

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 10, 2021

Mrs. AXNE. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor Sue Wilson and The Helping Hand of
Warren County in Indianola, lowa for their aid
to the underserved people of their community.
Sue and The Helping Hand are the pinnacles
of what it means to be an lowan, and | wish
to recognize them as my lowan of the Week
for their remarkable dedication to the better-
ment of their state.

The Helping Hand is a volunteer organiza-
tion whose mission is to distribute food, cloth-
ing, and household items to residents in their
community for no cost. While they have been
serving the people of Warren County for years
via their walk-in food pantry, they have begun
outreach to expand their services to address
underlying issues resulting in food insecurity
such as substance misuse and mental health
services.

The Helping Hand is expanding its network
to multiple resources and services that its
community members can utilize. Not only is it
a support system for people who need food
and clothing, it is also a resource for those
who look to better their mental health as well,
not just their physical.

Sue serves on Governor Reynolds’ Advisory
Council for Brain Injuries and has started to
administer a voluntary brain injury screening
tool to the community members that utilize
The Helping Hand. While people are waiting in
the food pantry line, they are invited to partici-
pate in the screening and are then asked a
series of questions. This new programming is
in the early stages, but Sue and The Helping
Hand are hoping that they will soon be able to
provide data of the percentage of people who
have suffered from a brain injury and have
limited resources to assist them in their better-
ment. So far, The Helping Hand has screened
approximately 100 people in their food pantry
line.

Sue and The Helping Hand's desire to bet-
ter the lives of those in Warren County is in-
spiring. Whether it be facing food insecurity di-
rectly or distributing over one thousand boxes
of food and supplies, they are setting the
standards high on what it means to serve and
be served within a community. Sue and The
Helping Hand are constantly and consistently
striving to better themselves and the people
they serve, and they do this through complete
devotion, an unwavering work ethic, and huge
hearts. | am proud to recognize Sue Wilson
and The Helping Hand of Warren County as
my lowan of the week.

————

CELEBRATING THE 110TH BIRTH-
DAY OF EL DORADO NATIVE,
MRS. WILLIE BELL COGGINS

HON. BRUCE WESTERMAN
OF ARKANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, March 10, 2021
Mr. WESTERMAN. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to celebrate the 110th birthday of El Do-
rado, Arkansas, native, Mrs. Wilie Bell
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